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Recycling Stations
The zoo is strongly committed 
to recycling. On-grounds 
recycling stations are available 
for aluminum cans, juice 
bottles and glass containers. 
You can help the zoo save 
wildlife habitat by recycling 
these items whenever possible.

Gift stores
Students must be 
accompanied in the 
gift stores. Students 
without chaperones 
will be asked to 
leave.

Lost Students
in the event that students are separated from 
your group, please notify a uniformed zoo 
employee wearing a nametag. Children should 
be instructed to do this as well.

please have a complete clothing and appearance 
description of the lost child(ren). Lost children 
will be taken to the zoo’s main office at the 
front of the zoo. inquire there for lost and 
found items as well.

Dear Chaperones:
Welcome to the Oregon Zoo! Thank you 
for helping to make this field trip a success. as 
a chaperone, please remember the following:

•	 Demonstrate appropriate behavior. 
Students learn by copying your behavior. 
Modeling appropriate behavior and attitude is 
the most powerful type of teaching. 

•	 Keep the group together. Your entire group 
should always be together — regardless of 
age and independence.

•	 Encourage curiosity and exploration. help 
students learn and explore by asking questions 
that keep them involved; responding 
positively to their answers and ideas; and 
encouraging them to learn by observing.

•	 Keep students focused. Make sure students 
are participating in activities, and gently 
redirect them if they are having trouble 
focusing. 

•	 Keep our animals safe. remind students not 
to bang on the glass, yell at the animals, or 
throw things into the exhibit.

•	 Respect the zoo grounds. Make sure 
students don’t litter, write on walls, climb on 
exhibits or do anything else that may damage 
property.

•	 Respect other visitors. remind students that 
they will be sharing the zoo with many other 
people. please take turns watching the animals, 
keep voices low and walk rather than run.

First Aid
First aid stations are located 
in the afriCafe, the zoo’s Main 
Office and the administration 
Building. Contact any uniformed 
employee for assistance.
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Students in my group:

1. ______________________________________  4. ______________________________________

2. ______________________________________  5. ______________________________________

3. ______________________________________  6. ______________________________________

We will meet for LUNCH at:

______________ am/pm

at: _____________________________________

Zoo Entrance

*

Restroom

Water Fountain

First aid

Food

emergency phone

We will meet to get on the BUS at:

______________ am/pm

at: _____________________________________
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Colors & Shapes Pre K-1st Grade

Mountain Lion
paCiFiC nOrThweST

Look at the long tail of the mountain 
lion. How might a long tail help a 
mountain lion survive?

Cougars use their long tail as a rudder to 
steer them when turning sharply to catch 
prey such as deer.

animals come in many colors and shapes. 
Long necks, spots, stripes, big ears and long 
tails all can help an animal survive.

as you walk around the zoo, take some 
time to look at the animals and ask 

students: what are all those different colors 
and shapes for? use the questions in bold 
and corresponding answers to help guide 
your discussions.

Steller Sea Lions
paCiFiC ShOreS

Watch the sea lions swim. How does 
their body help them move through 
the water? 

The sea lions’ torpedo-shaped body and 
oar-like front flippers help them move 
easily through the water. 
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Penguins
paCiFiC ShOreS

What colors are the penguins? How do 
these colors help it survive?

penguins are black and white. This 
coloration makes them less visible to 
predators such as sharks and seals.  a 
penguin’s black back is difficult to see 
against the 
dark water 
when viewed 
from above. 
when viewed 
from below, 
their white 
bellies help 
them disappear 
against the sky. 

Polar Bears
BearS

Why would being white help a polar 
bear?

polar bears live where there is a lot of 
snow. Being white helps them sneak up on 
their prey (they eat seals).

Amur Tiger
BiG CaTS

Does the tiger have stripes or spots? 
How might the stripes help it hide in 
tall grass?

The tiger has stripes. Stripes help the tiger 
hide in tall grass. The up-and-down stripes 
go the same way as the grass.

Elephants
aSian eLephanTS

Elephants are very big. Why would it 
be helpful to be so big? Why might it 
not be helpful?

an elephant’s large size means it probably 
won’t get pushed around or eaten by other 
animals. at the same time, an elephant has 
to eat and drink a lot to maintain its large 
size. as a result, elephants sometimes have 
to walk a long way to find enough food.
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Giraffes
aFriCa Savanna

Why do you think giraffes have spots?

Giraffes’ spots help them blend in with 
the trees and shrubs where they live. 
even though they are very tall, if they are 
standing in a group of trees, they blend in 
very well.

Rock Python
aFriCan SerenGeTi

Look at the python’s colors. Where 
might it find a place to hide? On a 
sandy beach? In the snow? In a desert? 
In a pile of leaves? Why? Why not?

rock pythons live on the ground in dense 
tropical forests. Their light and dark 
patterns help them blend in with fallen 
leaves on the forest floor.

Orangutans
FraGiLe FOreST

Take look at the long arms and fingers 
on the orangutans. How might they 
help the orangutan survive?

Orangutans spend most of their life in 
trees. Their long, strong arms help them 
swing from tree to tree and reach for food 
such as leaves and fruit. Their long fingers 
help them grip branches.


