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WILDLIFE CONNECTIONS
Last fall, the Oregon Zoo launched a new partnership with 
Quatama Elementary, a K-6 school located in the Hillsboro 
School District. The goal of the partnership is to foster 
environmental literacy through relevant STEM-related 
educational opportunities. 

One of the highlights of 
this partnership was the 
opportunity for students to 
raise and release salmon fry 
into the Tualatin River, an 
event celebrated by students 
and their families at Tualatin 
Community Park.   

Both the zoo and Quatama are 
members of the Portland Metro 
STEM partnership (PMSP), a 
regional collaboration of public 
and private organizations with 
a shared goal of transforming 
science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics 
education in the region’s K-12 schools. Quatama was chosen for 
this pilot project because of its curricular focus on sustainability 
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The Oregon Zoo inspires the community to respect animals and take action on behalf of the natural world.
We do this by creating engaging experiences and advancing the highest level of animal welfare, environmental literacy and conservation science.
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FIELD TRIP uPDaTES

We’ve made changes to 
improve your zoo experience, 
based on your feedback. 
Visit oregonzoo.org/field-
trips for all the latest.

Remember that anyone 
parking personal cars will 
need to pay for parking.
Please check the zoo’s 
website for the latest 
information on bus parking.

http://www.oregonzoo.org/discover/field-trips-and-school-programs/field-trips
http://www.oregonzoo.org/discover/field-trips-and-school-programs/teacher-resources/news-education-staff


and the environment. Although the 
zoo intends to work with all grades 
in the future, the target audience 
for this year’s programming was 
the school’s third grade students. 

Zoo staff, in cooperation with 
the teachers, compiled a series 
of classroom and field-based 
experiences designed to address 
core academic standards in math 
and science; inspire and motivate 
students through active, engaging 
learning; increase student 
understanding of the life cycle and 
habitat requirements of Pacific salmon; and increase student interest in the conservation of one of 
Oregon’s native fish species. In addition to releasing the salmon fry, another highlight was a field 
trip to Tillamook State Forest Center to observe spawning salmon. 

The experiences offered students through this partnership would not have been possible with the 
generous support of many community partners. The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, for 
example, donated the aquariums, coolers, and pumps needed to raise salmon in the classroom; 
Oregon Forest Resources Institute and Clean Water Services funded bus transportation to field 

trip destinations; Clackamas River Basin Council staff led fish 
dissections; Metro naturalists demonstrated tracking techniques; 
students from the ZAP program at the zoo taught students 
basic water chemistry and macroinvertebrate identification using 
materials and equipment supplied by Clackamas Community 
College; and Clackamas County waived park fees at Metzler Park. 

This school partnership is an excellent example of how the 
zoo and partner organizations can come together to foster 
environmental literacy while bringing much needed resources to 
schools and teachers. 

For more information on how to have these opportunities at 
your school, contact Alison Heimowitz at alison.heimowitz@
oregonzoo.org

TRIO OF LION CuBS EXPLORE ThEIR haBITaT
March is definitely in like a lion this year — and there is no better time 
to see the lion cubs. Your best chance of seeing the cubs is between 
10 am–2 pm on days above 50°F. 

The cubs are practicing “apex predator” behaviors, by tackling each 
other, running and chasing, and — quite hysterically — attacking their 
500 lb father, Zawadi Mungu. Videos of the cubs and their dad can be 
seen on the zoo’s YouTube channel.   
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https://www.youtube.com/user/oregonzoo


aNIMaLS IN ThE CLaSSROOM
Considering a Classroom Pet? A classroom pet can be a fun 
learning experience for teachers and students. 

Animals offer a great way for students to 
develop empathy and learn responsibility. 
They also have been shown to improve 
student performance, encourage interest in 
science, promote student engagement in 
conservation-related activities, and foster 
appreciation for the natural world.
While there are certainly benefits to keeping animals in the 
classroom, it’s important to remember that caring for another 
life is a huge responsibility that takes serious commitment. The 

guidelines on our handy download are intended to help you think through some of the factors that 
need to be considered before bringing an animal into the classroom. Some key factors to consider 
include budget, habitat, and veterinary care. 

Oregon Zoo offers a complete list of questions to answer and resources to consult as you make 
your decisions, available on our website under “teacher resources.”

INQuIRY-BaSED LEaRNING 
aCTIVITY
Ready to engage your students 
with an inquiry-based activity 
at the zoo? We have a great 
activity for your next field 
trip that includes suggestions 
for in-class preparation and 
practice, group or individual 
observations and inquiry at 
the zoo, and reporting findings 
back in the class. It can be 
easily adapted to fit your 
needs. The free download is 
available on our website under 
“Teacher Resources.”
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http://www.oregonzoo.org/sites/default/files/downloads/Animals%20in%20the%20Classroom_OregonZoo_0.pdf
http://www.oregonzoo.org/sites/default/files/downloads/OZ_Animal%20Behavior%20Inquiry%20Activity-REV.pdf
http://oregonzoo.org

