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He bats his eyelashes and it’s hard not to fall for Zuberi,  
a young southern ground hornbill who almost didn’t make 

it. Today, his zoo family describes him as incredibly smart 
and mischievous. Curator Tanya Paul refers to him as 

“our little dinosaur,” but there was a time when this 
charismatic creature’s future hung in the balance.  

Zuberi’s mom was injured while he was warm and 
toasty in his shell; he hadn’t hatched yet. A team 
swooped in to tend to the egg. After he hatched, 
veterinarians, zookeepers and hand-rearing 
experts worked round the clock to keep the chick 
healthy through those rough early months, which 
included nutritional issues and one surgery.

There were times when they didn’t think he 
would survive, and his existence today is a 
testament to the commitment his team of 
caretakers demonstrated. “It was all hands on 
deck – a very collaborative process,” said Paul. 

Mandy Stanford, program animal specialist, 
thinks Zuberi is an amazing success story.  

“It felt like everyone really rallied to help him get 
where he is,” she said. “So, when I see him flying 

on the lawn for visitors, it is that much more 
meaningful after his rocky start.”

The intervention meant that Zuberi wouldn’t be able 
to return to his parents in the African Savanna habitat. 

Zuberi, An Unflappable  
Ambassador for Wildlife

A BETTER FUTURE FOR WILDLIFE
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Two African painted dogs at 11 weeks old

He could, however, become one of the zoo’s program animals, serving as an ambassador for his 
species during live encounters with groups from schools and communities around the region. 
The Oregon Zoo Foundation has earmarked $1 million in the recently announced Heart of the 
Oregon Zoo campaign to keep our animal welfare programs robust and growing.  

Native to South Africa, southern ground hornbills are listed as IUCN vulnerable, which means 
they are likely to become endangered if conditions don’t improve. Zuberi plays an invaluable role 
connecting people with the plight of his and other species living on the brink of extinction.

Conservation impact manager Kathayoon Khalil explained why: “Empathy is built through vibrant experiences.  
Our animals are one of the strongest tools we have to build empathetic connections.” Seeing animals like Zuberi up 
close helps people make meaningful connections in ways that just don’t happen with curated interactions such as 
those encountered in videos or textbooks.

“Ambassador animals are at the heart of the work that we do,” added Paul. “Each of these animals has something that 
they contribute to this world, and we're able to share that with people and be their voice, which is really humbling.”

A squeaky, frolicking pile of ears and spots, the 12 
African painted dogs pups are turning a year old Nov. 11 
and 12. To celebrate, the pups will get treated to a 
special pile of goodies!

“The puppies are awesome,” said Becca VanBeek, who 
oversees the zoo’s Africa section. “They’re getting bigger 
every day.” She added that the pups are starting to show 
more of their personalities. Keepers are watching them 
closely to see who is starting to show dominant traits.

Parents Juma and Ella and auntie Bree are beginning to 
teach the puppies how the hierarchy of the pack works. 
The painted dog society is more akin to chimp society 
than it is to that of wolves or other canine species.  
 

Everyone has a job in the pack – someone is a babysitter, 
a hunter, or a doctor who tends to the wounded; all are 
led by the alpha pair.

Threatened by poaching and habitat loss, African painted 
dogs are one of most endangered species in Africa with 
fewer than 5,000 left in the wild. Thanks to animal lovers 
like you, the Oregon Zoo Foundation raised funds to 
send the pups' primary caregiver, Beth Foster, to 
Zimbabwe, where she’ll work in the field with Dr. Greg 
Rasmussen and the Painted Dog Research Trust. Foster 
will return with new ideas to fuel conservation efforts and 
enrich the lives of our ruff-and-tumble pups, so look for 
news about her journey in our next edition of ZooTracks. 

African Painted Pupdate:  
Birthday Edition

Zuberi, an Unflappable Ambassador (Cont.)

Young Zuberi at  
feeding time



Female chimpanzees Delilah, Leah and Chloe

JULIE FITZGERALD,  
OREGON ZOO FOUNDATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

On a sunny fall morning, Jackson the chimp lounged in 
his hammock while a gaggle of young primates of the 
human variety peeked through a window in a fence 
adjacent to his habitat. The children fixated on the 
work of the zoo’s bright yellow Scoopus tredius, (aka 
compact truck loader), which hauled debris over rocky 
terrain that will soon be transformed into Primate 
Forest, a new home for Jackson and the other chimps.

Construction equipment has been a presence at the 
zoo since a successful $125 million bond measure 
passed in 2008. Thanks to overwhelming support from 
the community, voters from across the region approved 
funding eight major projects. The zoo’s transformation 
began with a state-of-the-art veterinary facility, and has 
included major upgrades to habitats for penguins and 
elephants, as well as a new California condor habitat 
and an Education Center.

As work continues on the new Primate Forest habitat, 
excitement builds.

“People coming to the zoo will see chimpanzees and 
their social structures in a way we never have been able 
to see before,” said Oregon Zoo Foundation executive 
director Julie Fitzgerald. “We have so much more room 
for the group dynamics and the family structures. I’m 
really excited about that.”

The foundation is raising $800,000 to enhance the 
multi-million dollar bond-funded construction, giving 
the chimps a stream, waterfalls, rocks and a tree 
canopy for climbing, Fitzgerald said. Fully funded by 
donors, these new features will encourage natural 
behaviors, keeping the chimps engaged and healthy.

Becca VanBeek oversees the zoo’s Africa section with a 
focus on primates. She explains how the new habitat 
will make room for younger chimps to join our zoo 
troop, which will enrich the lives of the older primates 
in profound ways. “The best thing we can give them is 
the space and the opportunities to have a more natural 
chimp life and social groupings,” she said.

"We promised our community that we would radically 
transform these old exhibits and provide for better 
animal welfare, better education, and more sustainable 
exhibits,” said zoo director Don Moore when the old 
polar bear habitat came down in 2018. “And we're 
living that promise." 

Because of friends and supporters like you, a new 
zoo is emerging right in front of our eyes – you’re 
helping us build a better future for wildlife!

To get involved and make a gift to the Heart of the 
Oregon Zoo campaign, contact us at 503-505-5494 
or do-more@oregonzoo.org.

A Zoo 
Transformed

“People coming to the zoo will 
see chimpanzees and their social 
structures in a way we never have 
been able to see before. We have 
so much more room for the group 
dynamics and the family structures.”

The Chimpanzee Atrium in Primate Forest



Sifting beach sand through your fingers, tiny flecks of 
bright colors mix with the remnants of ancient cliff 
faces and volcanic rock, worn by weather and waves. 
Plastic accumulates in your pile.

We’re drowning in the stuff. Enormous concentrations of 
plastic debris move throughout all layers of the ocean, 
harming wildlife and damaging marine ecosystems.  
Zoo director Don Moore notes that humans are producing a  
million pounds of plastic a day, and 90% of that plastic is 
either going into landfills or the ocean.

In partnership with the Oregon Zoo Foundation and the 
Property and Environmental Services team at Metro, the 
Oregon Zoo is thrilled to host Washed Ashore, art made 
entirely out of plastic waste. Twelve sculptures will be on 
display at the zoo. One sculpture of a California condor will 
even include plastic foraged by Oregon Zoo staff during an 
October beach cleanup at Devils Punchbowl State Natural Area. 

Over 1.5 million zoo guests, children and adults alike, will 
experience the intersection of art and wildlife conservation with this unique exhibit. Moore adds, “People in the 
region can be really proud of the Oregon Zoo for being a conservation leader and focusing on big global problems 

that we can do something about.”

Washed Ashore is the work of Oregon artist Angela 
Haseltine Pozzi, who uses her art to raise awareness about 
marine debris. Her team of volunteers scours beaches, 
collecting, cleaning and sorting tons of plastic for 
constructing sculptures, often representative of the 
creatures forced to live and sometimes die with a mess 
we’ve created. 

Rummaging through a bin, Haseltine Pozzi explains,  
“I look at things and try to cut them into puzzle pieces that 
I know will fit together into something.” Ultimately, the 
artist hopes these completed puzzles will build public 
awareness and foster a connection with a healthy ocean 
home for all.

Moore believes this exhibit is a perfect vehicle for 
highlighting both the zoo’s efforts to eliminate single-use 
plastics and the actions each individual can take. From 
joining a beach cleanup to reducing food waste to 
carrying reusable utensils, we all have the power to keep 
plastic out of our ocean. 

Washed Ashore: 
Art, Plastic and 
Conservation at  
Your Zoo 

From joining a beach cleanup 
to reducing food waste to 
carrying reusable utensils,  
we all have the power to  
keep plastic out of our ocean. 

Familiar, discarded items are transformed into art for the ocean

Adele penguin 
sculptures constructed 
out of marine debris



The zoo’s catio was built in partnership with signature partner Banfield Pet Hospital.  
Visit www.banfield.com for wellness and preventive care tips for your pets. 

Conservation Pub Talks

Buddy Wants You to Know…
Did you know that research suggests parasites called Toxoplasma gondii, carried by feral 

and domestic cat waste, are contaminating our waterways? These parasites are very 

harmful to sea otters and other endangered marine mammals. We thought Buddy 

would want you to know how to protect his ocean friends.

Proper waste disposal is an important 

component of responsible pet ownership. 

Veterinarians from Banfield Pet Hospital 

encourage owners to place cat waste and litter in a 

garbage can rather than flushing – this will help keep our waterways clean 

and safe for marine mammals. Experts also recommend supporting 

programs to spay and neuter feral cats and consider keeping domestic cats 

indoors. A catio (cat + patio), like Buddy’s permanent home at the zoo’s Family 

Farm, provides indoor cats with enriching access to the outdoors while 

protecting them from hazards such as cars, coyotes, poisons and infectious 

diseases. Indoor-only cats also have less of an impact on wildlife.

Conservation Pub Talks
Join us for conservation-themed talks presented 
by wildlife science professionals. Pub Talks are 
sponsored by the Oregon Zoo Foundation;  
visit www.orgeonzoo.org for tickets.

Nov. 13  •  Get Stuck on Pacific Lamprey 
Christina Wang, from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Jeremy 
FiveCrows, from the Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission,  
talk about this fascinating ancient fish that predates dinosaurs. 

Feb. 19  •  Training Orangutans in Borneo to Improve Welfare 
Hear from Oregon Zoo keepers who traveled to Borneo to help train 
orangutans and staff at the Borneo Orangutan Survival Foundation. 

March 25  •  Up Close and Personal With Cougars and Bears 
Get to know your wildlife neighbors with Rich Beausoleil, bear and 
cougar specialist with the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife.

April 8  •  True Tall Tales from Tanzania 
Derek Lee and Monica Bond of the Wild Nature Institute discuss  
their long-term efforts to save giraffes in Tanzania.

See the zoo in 
a new light!

ZooLights
Nov. 29 - Jan. 5, 2020 
5-9 p.m.

As you walk around 
the zoo, you'll see a 
dazzling display of 
more than 1.5 million 
lights for you to enjoy 
with your friends  
and family! 

Visit www.oregonzoo.org  
to learn more.

Presented by Banfield Pet Hospital

Above: Juno and Uni Sushi in Stellar Cove 
Right: Buddy



Association of Zoos and Aquariums Awards
The Oregon Zoo drew praise from colleagues across the continent this fall, 
earning three prestigious awards from the Association of Zoos and Aquariums. 
The Oregon Zoo’s species recovery effort for Taylor’s checkerspot butterflies 
earned honors in the North American Conservation Awards category for 
“exceptional efforts toward regional habitat preservation, species restoration 
and support of biodiversity.” The Oregon Zoo was also recognized for 
achievements in diversity and exhibit design. The awards were announced Sept. 
10 at the association’s annual conference, held this year in New Orleans.

This issue of ZooTracks offers just a few stories 
to illustrate the impact of your kindness and 
generosity – from building a new home for our 
chimps to inspiring visitors to take action on 
plastic pollution, you make wonderful results 
possible at the Oregon Zoo.

The Oregon Zoo Foundation’s $8.5 million 
Heart of the Oregon Zoo campaign is raising 
funds for robust programs in animal welfare, 
conservation and education. 

Today, we’re transforming the center of the 
Oregon Zoo with bulldozers and excavators, 
creating dynamic new spaces for polar bears, 
primates, and rhinos. 
But the real center of our zoo,  
the heart of our zoo, is you.

And the Award  
Goes to...You!

for conservation 
work on behalf of 
endangered species

for excellence 
and innovation in 
exhibit design

for environmental 
efforts in the 
zoo’s day-to-day 
operations

6 2 for marketing 
excellence2

1 for achievement 
in diversity1

Since 2012, the zoo has been recognized with 12 of the 
association’s major annual awards:

Get Warm 
and Fuzzy!

This gift-giving season, show your love and support for your favorite furry 
friend with the Oregon Zoo’s Share the Care symbolic adoption program. 
Treat yourself or an animal lover in your life and help build a better future 
for wildlife! Visit https://shop.oregonzoo.org or email stc@oregonzoo.org.
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Thanks to our signature partner

Would you like to give feedback regarding this 
publication? Please contact Charu at 503-220-5738  
or email charu.uppal@oregonzoo.org.

Adult female Taylor’s 
checkerspot butterfly 
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