




Once common from Central California to Puget Sound, western pond turtles are endangered 
due to habitat loss, pollution and invasive bullfrogs. Thanks to a unique headstarting program (a 
collaboration between the Oregon Zoo, Woodland Park Zoo, Washington Department of Fish 

and Wildlife and other partners), their numbers are on the rise. But now these turtles are facing 
another threat—a mysterious shell disease, which can lead to significant illness if left untreated.

Thanks to your support, the Oregon Zoo is one of a select few zoos in the country to 
have its own CT scanner—and it’s not just for turtles. Having a scanner in-house will aid 
preventive care for many of our animals, reducing the need for exploratory procedures 

and transport under anesthesia. 

AWESOME
TURTLEY TECHNOLOGY

A computerized tomography scanner—or CT 
scanner—is vital, because it allows veterinarians to 
see through a turtle’s shell and assess damage. CT 
scans are quick, non-invasive and super helpful in 
locating hard-to-find problems and determining  
the most effective treatment.

SCANNING FOR SOLUTIONS

A SOUND INVESTMENT



The cool thing about these freezers (yep, pun totally intended) is that insights gleaned 
from analyzing fecal samples over time help our keepers and vet med team make 

sure all our animals, from tiny insects to sea otters to rhinos, are healthy and thriving. 
Speaking of thriving, do you know why our otter keepers are teaching Juno how to 

dunk basketballs? To keep her physically and mentally healthy as she ages!

OTTERLY
AMAZING

POOP

You can learn a lot from otter poop. 
Just ask the dedicated team of 
caregivers tasked with collecting 
samples daily from our rescued sea 
otters Lincoln, Juno and Uni Sushi. 
Fecal analysis is an invaluable way 
to assess an animal’s hormone levels, 
which can be indicators of overall 
health and well-being.

All that poop has to go somewhere. 
Thankfully, we now have a brand-new 
set of high-tech, low-temperature 
freezers for sample storage. Bigger and 
much more energy-efficient than our old 
models, the freezers are also alarmed to 
prevent sample loss from temperature 
fluctuations if the power goes out.  
Your support made this happen.

Keeping It Chill

The Big Picture



Thanks to your generous support, 
the Oregon Zoo now has a blood-
banking centrifuge. This life-saving 
piece of equipment enables our 
keepers and veterinary care team 
to bank blood and plasma ahead 
of time, so they can act swiftly  
if it’s needed.

Having plasma on hand, stored safely around the clock at our Veterinary Medical Center, 
isn’t just good news for our family of elephants. A robust supply means we’re part of a 
regional response team, ready whenever there’s a need here or at another care facility.

Elephants are at risk worldwide. Poaching and habitat destruction are devastating their 
populations at an alarming rate. What’s more, elephants across the globe are threatened 
by a virus called EEHV. As part of a global network of scientists and veterinarians working 
to identify, treat and prevent this disease, our care team is constantly vigilant. Preventive 
care, blood monitoring and blood banking for emergencies together play a crucial role  

in caring for our elephant family. 

BRIGHTER FUTURE
BANKING ON A 

SHARING THE LOVE

APLENTYPLASMA



Animals do the most remarkable things. What’s funny, though, is that they tend to do 
them when no one is watching. Thanks to your generosity, we can now peek at their 

fascinating lives whenever we want with the purchase of new wildlife-observing 
cameras for our Africa Treetops area.

NIGHT VISION THERMALDAYTIME

The new cameras have infrared and thermal imaging capabilities for better nighttime 
viewing and clarity. We can record and play back footage to better understand animals’ 

behavior and gain important insights. Zoo staff will be able to discover the answer to many 
mysteries—like how often do our giraffes Buttercup and Desi sleep standing?

I SPY...
GIRAFFES!

The Big Picture






