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The mission of the Oregon Zoo Foundation is to foster 
community pride and involvement in the Oregon Zoo  
and to secure financial support for the zoo’s  
conservation, education and animal welfare programs.

A better future for wildlife.

Bornean orangutan Kitra  
and her newborn baby.

i t’s  a l l  about  your  oregon zoo
ZooTracks

A baby orangutan!
Care staff have named the baby Jolene, 

inspired by a line in the Dolly Parton classic: 

“Your beauty is beyond compare 

With flaming locks of auburn hair.” 

Kitra and her baby Jolene are out and about.

(Continued on page 2)

The zoo’s primate family grew by a few pounds April 13 as Bornean 

orangutan Kitra gave birth to a new baby girl, adding to the world 

population of this critically endangered species.

“We’re all pretty excited about it,” said Kate Gilmore, who oversees  

the zoo’s primate area. “It’s great to see Kitra taking such good care 

of her baby. She took to motherhood quite well.”

“We couldn’t ask for anything more,” agreed senior keeper  

Asaba Mukobi. “She pulled the baby close to her right away, and  

the baby seems strong and healthy.”
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Kitra’s care team worked with the first-time mom throughout her 

pregnancy to help her prepare for motherhood, including training 

her for voluntary ultrasounds so vet staff could monitor her 

progress. Using orangutan stuffies made by zoo volunteers, they 

taught her how to hold her baby properly to nurse, and how to 

present her baby to care staff once she feels ready, so they can 

check on the young orangutan’s health and well-being. 

Care staff have named the baby Jolene, inspired by a line in the 

Dolly Parton classic: “Your beauty is beyond compare / with 

flaming locks of auburn hair.” 

Orangutan babies are born after a gestation period of around  

8.5 months and typically weigh a little over 3 pounds at birth.  

Young orangutans are completely dependent on their moms  

for food and getting around during their first two years of life.  

The bond between an orangutan mom and her baby is one of  

the closest of any species.

Kitra and the baby’s father, Bob, moved to the Oregon Zoo  

several years ago based on a recommendation from the Association 

of Zoos and Aquariums’ Species Survival Plan for orangutans.  

The AZA has established SSPs for many threatened or 

endangered species — cooperative programs that help create 

genetically diverse, self-sustaining populations to guarantee  

the long-term future of these animals. The SSPs also support 

relevant field projects, research and public education. 

Orangutans are critically endangered, largely because of habitat 

loss driven by logging and the conversion of forests into oil  

palm plantations. Around 90% of the world’s palm oil is produced 

on the only two islands where orangutans live.

As a voting member of the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil, 

the Oregon Zoo is shifting the industry toward more wildlife-and 

habitat-friendly practices. Foundation board members 

collaborate with the zoo, encouraging companies to switch to 

deforestation-free palm oil and advocating for policy to ensure 

America’s supply chains do not contribute to illegal deforestation.

Through our conservation partnerships in Borneo, we’re improving the 

welfare of wildlife affected by palm oil production, and supporting 

community-led efforts to promote human-wildlife coexistence.

“Thanks to our supporters, the zoo’s primate care staff have been 

able to travel to Indonesia and work directly with staff at the 

Borneo Orangutan Survival Foundation,” said Julie Fitzgerald.  

“The resulting skill and knowledge exchange is giving orangutans a 

better chance at thriving in the wild.”

As the weather grows warm, zoo visitors should be seeing more of 

the new orangutan family. 

“Kitra can decide whether she and Jolene are up for a trip outside or 

if they’d rather have privacy,” Gilmore said. “As Jolene gets older and 

more curious, we expect them to be outside more and more.” 

To make a gift or learn more about foundation support for 

orangutan conservation, email foundation@oregonzoo.org  

or call 503-220-2493. 

Kitra and Jolene

A baby orangutan! (Continued from page 1)

Your small actions can make a big difference. 
You can encourage major companies to pursue wildlife-friendly  

palm oil through the Oregon Zoo’s Use Your Reach project at 

oregonzoo.org/reach.



“When a donor left a gift for rhinos 

in his will, we were able to add mud 

wallows to the habitat, which are 

beneficial for their skin,” senior keeper 

Michelle Schireman said. “Working 

with these critically endangered 

animals is so rewarding, and it’s an 

incredible gift when people support 

their care in such a meaningful way.”

Black rhinoceros Jozi at Rhino Ridge.



Zoo-reared condors at release site  
in Northern California. 

A California condor hatched and raised at the Oregon Zoo’s  

Jonsson Center for Wildlife Conservation made history May 3  

as it took flight over Redwood National Park. The release,  

a partnership with the Yurok Tribe and park staff, marks the  

first time the critically endangered birds have soared over the 

area since 1892.

“In a very real way, restoring condor habitat and returning condor to 

Yurok skies is a clear restoration of the Yurok people, homeland, 

ecological systems, culture and lifeway,” said Tiana Williams-

Claussen, director of the Yurok Tribe’s wildlife department.  

“Bringing condor home, back into our communities, back into our 

conversations, back into our households and into the minds and 

hearts of our children on behalf of the hearts of our elders.”

Meanwhile, condors at the zoo’s Jonsson Center are raising a 

record number of chicks this year, some of which may be bound  

for the redwoods too once they’re older.

Condor recovery at the Jonsson Center is sustained by generous 

support from Oregon Zoo Foundation donors. To learn more or to 

make a gift, call 503-220-2493 or email foundation@oregonzoo.org.

Oregon condor takes flight in Northern California.

A historic release.

Dear friends,

As the spring blossoms emerge, I love walking through the zoo and seeing 

people of all ages filled with wonder, creating memories together. 

When I see Kitra the orangutan cradle her newborn, or polar bear sisters 

Nora and Amelia Gray dive into their saltwater pool, I think of each of you. 

You — our members and donors — make these moments possible with your 

generosity and love for the zoo and its mission.  

Together, we’ve created thrilling new habitats and provided financial support 

for the zoo’s top priorities in animal care and conservation. You help the 

Oregon Zoo make the world a better place for wildlife, people and the 

habitats we all depend on.

With gratitude,

Julie Fitzgerald,  

Executive Director, Oregon Zoo Foundation

You make great things paws-ible!



Take small actions for wildlife.

Your everyday decisions about what 

to buy and do can help protect 

wildlife worldwide. The zoo has put 

together a fun collection of small 

actions you, your friends and family 

can take to make a big impact for 

wildlife. It’s as easy as 1-2-3!

1. Visit oregonzoo.org/act

2. Click on the photo of the animal 

that most calls out to you. (That’s the 

hardest part!)

3. Commit to one (or more) of the 

actions you can take to help protect 

that species.

And if you’re feeling ambitious, share 

your actions with others! We’d love to 

hear your ideas, too – email 

foundation@oregonzoo.org, and let 

us know what you’re doing and why.

A wild idea.
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After an extensive nationwide search, the zoo 

welcomed Melanie Sorensen as its new education 

director this spring.

“I am honored to be part of this world-class team,” 

Sorensen said. “I’ll be spending my first few months 

learning all I can about our history, the staff and the 

community needs.” 

Sorensen comes to Oregon from the Houston Zoo, 

where she served as senior director of conservation 

education, leading efforts that earned Association of 

Zoos and Aquariums awards for both volunteer 

engagement and a wildlife-saving school partnership program. Before that, she was 

director of education at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo in Colorado, overseeing volunteer, 

education and animal ambassador programs.

Sorensen began as part of the animal-care team at her hometown Minnesota Zoo — but, in 

a sense, her career started long before that. An encounter with a Canadian lynx when she 

was 5 years old inspired her to confidently inform her mother she was going to work in a 

zoo when she grew up. 

Over the course of her 24-year zoo career, she’s maintained that spark, working to create 

programs that connect teens to conservation work around the world. From tree-planting 

efforts on behalf of three-wattled bellbirds in Costa Rica to beach cleanups and sea turtle 

rescues in Kenya, Sorensen’s focus has been creating hands-on experiences to inspire and 

motivate the next generation of conservation leaders and wildlife advocates. 

She is passionate about wildlife conservation and eager to begin the restoration of our 

celebrated education programs. 

“I’m excited about rebuilding a dynamic education department that carries our mission 

forward and meets the needs of our community,” Sorensen said. “And I look forward to 

meeting many of you in the months to come.”  

To learn how you can support education programs, email foundation@oregonzoo.org  

or call 503-220-2493.
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A new education director joins the zoo.

Meet Melanie Sorensen.



The Pacific Northwest is a haven for folks who enjoy muddy 

adventures with their furry companions — and good etiquette  

helps everyone enjoy the outdoors.

The National Park Service’s popular BARK Ranger program 

encourages wildlife-friendly adventures with dogs. BARK stands for:

Banfield Pet Hospital offers an additional recommendation: 

Make sure your pooch is vaccinated and fixed to help keep 

your companion and other animals safe, wherever you go.

Wildlife-friendly dog adventures.

Paws & Tales.

Presented by

Thanks to our signature partners:

Bag your dog’s poop

Always use a leash  
(6-foot max)

Respect wildlife  
(give them their space)

Know where you can go  
(which trails/areas are pet friendly)
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Next time you visit the zoo, keep an eye out for Tutula frolicking in her grassy  

outdoor habitat. Care staff say the young bontebok, born in early February, is a 

testament to one of the most inspiring conservation stories in history: living proof  

of the impact people can have on wildlife.

“A couple hundred years ago, the bontebok was headed for almost certain extinction,” 

said Kelly Gomez, who oversees the zoo’s Africa section. “The fact that they are still 

around shows how people can make a difference.”

Tutula explores outdoors for the first time.

Meet Tutula, a rare African antelope calf.

A zoo debut.
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